
Information on New Motorcycle Safety Initiatives 
Commencing 1 July 2009
LEARNER APPROVED MOTORCYCLE (LAM) SCHEME 
When will the LAM scheme be introduced?
The LAM scheme will be introduced from 1 July 2009.  
What is LAM scheme?

The LAM scheme will replace the existing 250 mL limitation placed on class RE motorcycle licence holders with the following restrictions:

· A power-to-weight ratio that does not exceed 150 kilowatts per tonne (kW/t); and 

· An upper engine capacity limit of 660 mL.   

Has a LAM scheme been introduced into other states?

Yes. New South Wales, ACT, Victoria, Northern Territory, Tasmania and South Australia have LAM scheme similar to that being introduced in Queensland.    

What will happen to the existing class RE licence?

After the commencement of the LAM scheme the existing class RE licence will be redefined to incorporate the new requirements of the scheme.  Therefore if a person currently holds or subsequently obtains a class RE licence they will be required to comply with the requirements of the new scheme.  That is only ride a motorcycle that is LAM scheme approved.     

What does the power-to-weight ratio mean?

The power-to-weight ratio is a measure of the motorcycle's performance and is a better indicator of performance than engine capacity alone.  

How is the power-to-weight ratio calculated?  
The power-to-weight ratio is determined by the following formula:

Maximum Engine power (kW)

  

          x 1000 =     kilowatts per tonne (kW/t)    Prescribed Weight (kg)

· The maximum engine power, of a motorcycle, means-

· the maximum engine power under the manufacturer’s specifications for the motorcycle; or

· the maximum engine power determined through an application and testing process carried out by the Department.  Further information on the application and testing process will be provided closer to the commencement date.  
· The prescribed weight of a motorcycle will be the tare mass, in kilograms, of the motorcycle plus 90 kg.

· The tare mass, for a motorcycle, means the mass of the motorcycle-

· with all fluid reservoirs on the motorcycle, other than the fuel tank (which is to be empty), filled to a nominal capacity; and

· with all standard equipment and any optional items of equipment fitted; and

· without the weight of the motorcycle rider or a passenger.

Examples: 

· Suzuki RGV250 

45.3 (kW)



    




                      x 1000             154 (tare mass of motorcycle in kg) + 90 kg 
 The result equals: 186 kW/t (this motorcycle exceeds the 150 kW/t maximum limit and would therefore not be eligible for LAM scheme approval).  

· Honda XL650V TRANSALP 

39 (kW)



    




                               x 1000                       191 (tare mass of motorcycle in kg) + 90 kg
   The result equals: 138.7 kW/t (this motorcycle is under the 150 kW/t maximum limit and would therefore be eligible for LAM scheme approval).  

Will motorcyclists be required to calculate the power-to-weight ratio?

No. There will be no need for motorcyclists to calculate the power-to-weight ratio.  Information on which motorbikes are LAM scheme approved will be published on the department’s website www.transport.qld.gov.au closer to the scheme’s commencement date.           

Why is there a 660mL upper engine capacity limit?

Research evidence suggests that larger engine capacity motorcycles are more frequently involved in crashes compared to lower capacity machines.  Specifically, these larger bikes have been found to have an above average risk of becoming involved in accidents on bends in the road.  As a result, these larger motorcycles pose an added risk for novice riders still learning to develop their basic on-road riding skills.

With the exception of the ACT, other Australian jurisdictions that have implemented similar LAM scheme have all adopted the 660mL upper engine capacity limit
Are there any existing 250 mL motorcycles that class RE licence holders will be prohibited from riding when the new scheme is introduced? 

Yes.  A LAM scheme would prohibit class RE licence holders from riding a number of 250 mL prescribed motorbikes (generally known as race replicas).   There are currently six existing 250 mL high-power race replica motorcycles that exceed the maximum 150 kW/t power-to-weight ratio.  These motorcycles are capable of high speed and rapid acceleration, and are unsuitable for inexperienced riders.  These motorcycles are: 

· Aprilia RS250, 

· Honda NSR250, 

· Kawasaki KR250 (KR-1 and KR1s models), 

· Suzuki RGV250, and 

· Yamaha TZR250.

What will happen to class RE licence holders who currently ride one of these prescribed motorbikes when the LAM scheme is introduced?  

A transitional period will be enacted from 1 July 2009 to ensure these licence holders are not unfairly disadvantaged.  This transitional period will provide sufficient time for riders to either progress to a class R licence, or change to a motorcycle that is LAM scheme approved.  Further information on the transitional arrangements will be provided closer to the implementation of the scheme.  
How will riders know if a motorcycle is LAM scheme approved?

· A list of motorcycles will be published on the department’s website.  This list will include:

· motorcycles 251-660mL that are LAM scheme approved; and 
· motorcycles 250mL and less that have been identified as prescribed motorbikes (i.e. race replicas). 

 
The list will be continually updated to accommodate new motorcycles as they come onto the market.  

· Motorcycles that have been LAM scheme approved will also have a LAM scheme indicator on the registration label.

Can a person apply to have a motorcycle approved under the LAM scheme?

Yes.  The person can apply to the Department of Transport and Main Roads if they have sufficient information that verifies that the motorcycle meets the LAM scheme criteria.  The details of the application process and the required information will be available from the department’s website www.transport.qld.gov.au closer to the commencement date.    

Can a class RE licence holder ride an electric or hybrid motorcycle under the LAM scheme?

Yes, provided the motorcycle has been LAM scheme approved.  
How does a class RE licence holder progress to a class R licence?

Progression from a class RE licence to a class R will mirror the existing motorcycle licensing process.  That is, provided the class RE licence holder has completed the minimum 12 months on this licence, they can commence learning on a class R motorcycle.  Before applying to the Department  for a class R licence the rider will be required to obtain a Q-Ride competency declaration or pass a Q-SAFE practical test on a class R motorcycle.    
How will the LAM scheme effect class R licence holders?

Class R licence holders will not be affected by the introduction of the LAM scheme.  These licence holders will be able to ride motorcycles that are either approved or not approved under the LAM scheme.   

'P' PLATE REQUIREMNTS FOR PROVISIONAL LICENCE HOLDERS
When will the requirement to display a 'P' plate on a motorcycle come into effect?

This initiative will commence from 1 July 2009.  

Who will be required to display a 'P' plate when riding a motorcycle?

A person will be required to display a 'P' plate on a motorcycle or moped only if they hold a P1 type or P2 type licence.  This will apply to both class RE and R licence holders.  The requirement to display a 'P' plate on a motorcycle or moped will continue until such time as the person progresses to an open type licence.

Why is the requirement to display a 'P' plate when riding a motorcycle being introduced?

P plates tell other road users that a less experienced provisional driver is operating a vehicle. It allows other road users to exercise caution around provisional licence holders. It may also provide the provisional holder with a measure of protection as other road users will not assume that they will behave like fully licensed drivers.  Requiring the display of P plates on a new licence holder's motorcycle also sends a clear message to the provisional rider that they are still developing experience as a road user, and do not yet have the skills, competencies or privileges of an open licence holder.

Requiring riders to display P plates also facilitates the effective enforcement of limitations that apply to provisional licence holders so that police and enforcement officers can recognise provisional drivers in a traffic stream or when stopped at a police control point.

The new initiative will align the 'P' plate requirement for motorcycles and mopeds with the current requirement to display 'P' plates on a car.
What colour 'P' plate will a person be required to display when riding a motorcycle?

Similar to the requirements to displaying 'P' plates on cars, a P1 type licence holder will be required to display a red 'P' plate, while a P2 type licence holder will be required to display a Green 'P' plate.   

Will a 'P' plate need to be displayed on both the front and rear of a motorcycle?

No. Similar to the current requirements for display of an 'L' plate on a motorcycle the 'P' plate will only need to be displayed on the rear of the vehicle.  
PASSENGER RESTRICTIONS FOR LEARNER RIDERS
When will the passenger restrictions for learner riders start?

This initiative will commence from 1 July 2009.  

What are the new passenger restrictions for learner riders?

Class RE and R learner riders will be prohibited from carrying their supervisor as a pillion passenger on their motorcycle while learning to ride.

Does the passenger restriction apply to persons riding in a sidecar attached to the motorcycle?

No.  Supervisors will be able to continue to supervise a learner rider from a sidecar attached to the motorcycles.        

Why is this new passenger restriction for learner riders being introduced?

Evidence suggests carrying passengers increases the risk to the rider and the passenger and can lead to more severe injuries.  The carrying of passengers requires more advanced skills from the rider, as a passenger can affect the balance and stability of a motorcycle.  Therefore this restriction will remove this added burden on the learner and will allow them to concentrate on developing basic motorcycle riding skills (i.e. balance and stability). 
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